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Relying on Jesus 

 

     After listening to our gospel this morning, I think it is quite evident Jesus wanted to 

teach His disciples a lesson. He wanted them to learn to have complete reliance on Him. 

So, what does He do? He sends them off on a mission to preach the gospel and cure all 

the sick. But, before He sent them on their way, He gave them a list of last-minute 

instructions. He told them they were not to take any money with them. And they were 

not to take a suitcase. Oh boy, how would you like that? And there was to be no change 

of shirts and no sandals. Those regulations would put a real crimp on our travel plans, 

wouldn’t they? When we travel, some of us take so much along we would break our 

backs getting out of the house if they didn’t put those little wheels on our suitcase! 

     The reason why Jesus gave them all those fancy instructions was because He wanted 

to teach them that they had to come to Him and they had to rely upon Him in all their 

needs and in all their problems. He is telling them: He IS their everything. 

     We all have our problems. For example, some of us have money problems. Let me 

dream up a money problem for you. Why just this morning here at church can you 

imagine this kind of money problem thrown at me? It seems that before Mass, a young 

lady found a $20 bill on the floor of the church near the poor box. She asked me to 

return the money to its owner. So, would the owner please form a double line at the 

sacristy door at the end of Mass. Can you believe a problem like that? Well, I can! 

     Still, have you noticed that when we have money problems, we find ourselves 

having to eventually rely on God for our daily bread? Some of us also have health 

problems. As a last resort, we do turn to God and place ourselves in His hands. Some of 

have marriage problems. And maybe even other problems as well. And when these 

problems get out of hand, God is the one who finally gets our attention. He is the one 

who gets the job. 

    Have you ever stopped to wonder if maybe God lets us have so many problems in to 

help us?! And He is just trying to get our attention? Some of us make it hard for Him to 

do that. Maybe that is why He sometimes needs to let a real catastrophe happen…just 

to catch our eye and get our attention. 
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     Troubles have a way of messing up our lives. And we certainly don’t enjoy them. But 

they do have a way of saving our souls. Problems are attention getters that turn our 

eyes to heaven and make us reach out to God in desperation. 

     From today’s gospel we see the disciples learn to rely on Jesus. Now maybe it’s you 

and I who are the ones who have a lot of learning to do. We have to remember to let 

Jesus do it! 

     

*Inspired by Matthew 10:7-15 


